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Troops in Gamp Strans. ~ 
baal 

1. Camp Strans (0 "2/0 lh) was oeeupied by Soviet treons up to Ua ay 192, at mo 
which time it was taken over by the folish Army. Up to Cebruary LOSL, it 
was continuously recucied by Polish units. The camp acjoins the crea of 
the village of Strans on the northwest and is in a pine woods on the western te. 
bank of the Bober liver. It is linked with the Ober Lesehen (0 52/5 lh) 
rallroa station by a single-track railroad Line, crossing the Dober iver 
northeast of Strans by a bridge, 150 neters long, aml ending at the southerr 
edge of the canp.. The Conpy whose construct jon. WOE not yet completed by the 
end of the war, was being improved by the solish military administration 
- after. 19h8 5 the builéing operations still continuing in February 1951, % 


4 


i 2, the layout of’ the caro is divided into five isstinet sections, The sec~ 

2 _ tion located farttiest to the east includes tho main acministration builaing 

anc some brick buildings serving as junior officers! billets. ae three 
sections acjo.ning, this one to the west include Mis! billets. Lach of these 
three sections is broken down into three resicential areas, one consisting 
of one Kitchen aml mess buildini, one headquarters building anc four three= 
story brick buileines serving as billets angcontaining mires 35 rooms each, 
about 25 of which are grey: wed for billeting purposes, The camp sec~ 
tion ‘Located farthest to the west includes the ene of the camp conm- 
nancer, field of ficers' billets, eight stretched-owt ai nele~g tory brick 
buildings to slore moter vel anetes anc ordnance, and roter vehicle repair 

_shozs adjoining tiiese slorehouses to the south, Two tall « storehouses, sbout 
60 meters lone, which were 3106 usec in carly Fobruary 1901, are located 
opposite these repair shops and on the south side of the hishway rummine 

“past. the southern edge of the camp. i 


“Be. On the departure. of the Soviet troops — the Strens camp in Vay 1915, 
 @lenents of the troops, who had rocket launchers, runs anc port COONS » left 
1 the mein camp of the troop trainin: prounds located noar ieuhs ae 
52/B 34). Prior to that tie, no Sevict tank troops were seen in the 

ee area, efore leaving, the Seviel units strivped the caip to 

such a degree that reconditioning work to be done on electrical instel la 
tions and workshop equipment was not yet corpleted iy February 1951. The 
Polish officers were ore a vibter over the Russiang! conduct. 
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Lh. During the summer months of 1943, the camp was occupied by Polish artillery 
units, referred to as 23th and 29th Polish Arty Div, the designation of 
division being used for a multi-battery unit, whose de‘alled organisation 
was not determined, Except, for some iuterruptions, the two units stayed in 
the camp up to February 1951. No other units were "observed, The units 

. occupied sh officers’ billets and Nive of the above mentioned residential 
areas, each room of the billets quartering five or six men. By February 

-. 1951, two of the other four residential areas were completed anc ready for 

<-occupancy, whereas the remaining two areas were still under construction. %# 


“In the fall of 1949 and 1950 respectively, from 400 to 500 recruits arrived 
at the cams. According to the Polish quartermaster the number of the re» 
eruits did not corresponc to the inaveased contingents originally expected 
by the units. The recruits included only a small percentage of ethnic Ger= 
nans.of the Gleiwits (Q 51/¥ 37) area, namely sone of German parents who 

- had acquired Polish citizenship, The solciers wore brownish green uni~ 
‘forms with red-bordered black and red-bordered green, pointed patches. 
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Ge. The units were motorized. Two truck models, one large and one smally serv= 
_ inp as personnel @rriers, were observed. In the soldiers’ opinion, these 
‘motor vehicles were very similar to the personnel carriers used by the US 
Army. Heavy and light puns were observed in the camp area, The heavy ones, 
ich were towed by caterpillar tractors, were guns of about 105 mm and 
had barrels 3.5 to l meteys long and thickening st the muzzle. Twelve guns 
of this model were counted, but four more guns were belleved to be avell~ 
able. The light ones, referred to as AT guns by source, were towed by the 
enaller type trucks, According to source, numerous guns of this light model. 
Were. observed in the camp. 


-%%o Prior to the fall of 199, a Tolish colonel, who was conerally known to be 
oso" -@ Bolish nationalist, was the highest-ranking officer in the camp. He was 
uy relieved by another colonel who. had only a limited knowledge of the. Polish 

20X08 eng, 
Bor. Training with guns. was generally hele outside the camp. From time to time, 
-- practice firing was held on the troop training grounds adjoining the camo 
to the west. In May 1950, all. the treops quartered in the camp were shift 
ed, by four trains, to the Torun (2 5h/J 37) srea to take part in exhensive 
maneuvers up to late August 1950, According to the men, numerous. other 
Polish units also participated in these maneuvers, At that time, a larre 
tent canp had been set up near Torun, The units located im the Strans canp 
had no connections with the Soviet troops located in the main canp near 
Neuhanmer nor were joint exercises observed. About CO percent of the Polish 
officers and EM were believed to dislike Soviet tutelace and the whole Soviet 


system, whereas the attitude of the young Polish recruits was not so anti-~ 
‘Soviet. a 


9, Prior to February 1951, no Polish troops were located in Sprottan (0 52/2 35). 
Soviet troops of an undetermined branch of service were located in the bar~ 
racks installation on former Kasernenstrasse. Soviet air force officers of 
the Sprottau air base were billeted in houses on former Hindenburgstrasse, wet 


25X1A # HE comment. The mpasent information on the evacuation of Ganp Strens by 
Soviet ¥FOORS “in May 198 confirms a previous re sport, by another source, af 
25X1A February 1951. . Soe a whe soviet troops shifted to 
Cap Neuharmer at that time are fairly definitely believed to be elements 
of the 20th Tank Div. According to snother sourcets statements 
dated October 1949, elements of this division located in Neu- 
hanner included the 76th Gds Ey Tank SP Regt, the L7llth AAS Regt, the 70 
Tank Tng Bu, and the LO&th or lO9th RL Un. The three units mentioned first 
may have already been in Neuhaemner peior to Vay 1940 aince tank units were 
no 16 ‘stationed at sae Sb2aNSs erp, as indicated by the prescrm report. 
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Sse, Since guns and pontoons were observed when the units were shifted 
the 196 th How Bn and the 206th ingr Dn, both of this division mar love 
been shifted to Neuhanne:’ together with the ki En in Lay 1Oue s the Locoe 
tion of these two uiits wes not cetermined by source at thats time, ia 
Common. The Strans carp is knowl to be oocupied by Polish troops 
n 1Gh7, independent notorised artillery units, musbered 28 and. 2g omer. 
—€, mentioned, their location being undetermined, ee ae 
. Soviet tans Bes reports have stated thet Sprottan is ovcupled 
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